
Van Buren Great Start 

Community Partners 

Van Buren Libraries ROCK!  
Join your local summer reading  

program for free fun! 
Your local library is planning a ton of free fun this summer.  Summer 
reading programs are a great way for the whole family to get out and 
enjoy learning and growing.  Reluctant or early readers can develop a 
love of reading by spending lots of time with books and enjoying the 
many special events the libraries have planned.  Check out your local 
library for their offerings 

Van Buren District Library: vbdl.org or (269)423-4771  
June 11 to August 4—Program highlights include Petting Zoo, Flamenco Guitarist Gladius, Create Your Own  
Instruments and much more. Visit vbdl.org or follow us on Facebook for up-to-date program information.  

Hartford Public Library: hartfordpl.michlibrary.org or (269) 621-3408  
June 26 to July 26—Fun activities each week day!  Final celebration on July 26’s Grand Picnic w/water slide, inflatable 
ride, hot dog lunch, and top reader awards.  Come join the fun! 

Paw Paw District Library:  pawpaw.lib.mi.us or 269) 657-3800  
June 20 to August 15— Don’t miss the kick off party on June 7th 4-6pm.  Join us each Wednesday for activities 
including Maker Labs, Family Dance Party, and Magician John Dudley. 

Lawton Public Library: lawtonlibrary.com or (269) 624-5481 
June 18th Kick off at 5:00 pm—Come see all the fun we have planned! 

South Haven Memorial Library: www.shmlibrary.org or (269) 637-2403  
June 18 to July 28th—Program highlights includes kids’ comedian Danny Donuts, 
Sarett Nature Center, and Campfire Stu, and more.  Stop in and get all the details!  

Summer is here which means it’s time for sports, swimming, biking,  
barbeques, and making memories outdoors.  While outdoor time in the  
summer is healthy and fun, it should still be safe. Here are some tips from  
the Van Buren/Cass District Health Department so you can be prepared: 

Fun in the Sun:  Sunscreen is important for all skin types and should be applied 
15 minutes before sun exposure and reapplied every two hours or after contact 
with water or excessive sweat.  Even just five first degree burns can double 
your risk for melanoma. 

Splash into Summer: Never let children swim alone; adults should keep an eye on children at all times, especially while swim-
ming. If you plan to be around water frequently, enroll your child in swim lessons. 

Pesky Bugs: Avoid tall grass and standing water.  Use insect repellent containing DEET. Always do a full body check of your children 
and yourself when coming indoors.  If you find a tick, remove it with fine tweezers as close to the skin as possible. Pull upward with 
steady even pressure.  Clean the bite area and hands.  

Food & Grilling Safety: Only take meat and other temperature sensitive food items out of your cooler for as long as you need 
them and promptly place unused items back in the cooler.  When filling your cooler, package raw food separately. 

Stay Hydrated:  It’s easy to forget to stay hydrated when having fun but with the change in temperature, it’s even 
more important.  Pack a water bottle for each family member when leaving the house and take frequent breaks in 
the shade. Experts recommend drinking 8oz every 15-20 minutes when in the heat.  

For more tips on how to stay safe this summer, follow VBCDHD’s Safe Summer campaign series.   
All summer long, VBCDHD will be presenting the knowledge and tools you need to enjoy the sunshine 
while staying safe. Visit www.vbcassdhd.org to learn more and “like” us on Facebook (search “VBCDHD”). 

http://www.vbcassdhd.org

