
Van Buren Early Childhood ~ Giving children a GREAT START! 
MARCH, APRIL & MAY 2018  

Calendar of Events 

FAMILY LINKS PAL GROUPS 
Play and Learn activities designed for  

2-4 year olds.  Siblings welcome. 
Each month receive a FREE book! 
Come play from 9:45-11:00 am  
at any of these 4 PAL locations 

 
MONDAY 
 
 *MATTAWAN -  Mattawan Community Church,  
  23680 Front Ave. 
Hearing and Vision Screening:  4/16/18 
 

TUESDAY 
 
 *DECATUR -  Decatur First Reformed Church  
  319 1/2 W. Delaware St. 
THURSDAY  
 
 *SOUTH HAVEN  - Hope Parent Resource Center  
  901 S. Bailey Ave 
FRIDAY 
 
 *BANGOR - Bangor Community Ed Center 
  12 North Walnut 

Can park & enter back door off Arlington  St.. 
(closer to PAL room) 

Hearing and Vision Screening:  3/23/18 

Questions? call (269) 539-5214 
Events on this list are open to all families and sponsored by 
Great Start Collaborative & VBISD Early Care & Education.  

COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS 
 

TEEN HOPE: Tuesdays 5-7pm 
Support & Education for pregnant and parenting 
teens age 21 and younger with children under 1 
1/2 years old.   
Both moms and dads are welcome!   
HOPE Parent Resource Center  
901 S. Bailey Ave., South Haven 
Questions?  (269) 872-3172 

Great Start Parent Coalition (GSPC) & Family Links 
Ready for Spring Adventures! 

Great Conversations and Family Fun, Come Check Us Out! 
 
South Haven GSPC Morning Gathering 9:30-11:30am 
Wednesdays March 21st, April 18th & May 16th  
HOPE Parent Resource Center, 901 S. Bailey Ave.,  
Snack and Childcare provided 
RSVP Appreciated* 
 
 
Literacy Events:  FREE, FUN, & READY to READ! 
 
March 6th 5:30-7:00 pm 
Hosted by Gobles United Methodist 
Church & GSPC  
Gobles UMC, 210 E Exchange St., 
Gobles 
~Numbers and Counting 
 
March 26th 6:00-7:00 pm 
Literacy in the Kitchen 
~ VBISD Literacy Coach, Family Links, GSPC & Project LEAN 
Van Buren ISD Conference Center 
490 S Paw Paw St., Lawrence 
~Fun and learning, parents can do at home! 
 
April 10th 5:30-7:00 pm 
Hosted by Gobles United Methodist Church & GSPC  
Gobles UMC, 210 E Exchange St., Gobles 
~Non-fiction 

 
Evening PAL Group  
 
May 23rd 6-7:00 pm 
Van Buren ISD Conference Center 
490 S Paw Paw St., Lawrence 
FREE fun learning activities for young 
children and a FREE Book! 
 

Internet Safety Documentary “Not Just Pictures” 
Community Conversation about Children of All Ages 

Monday April 23rd 6-8:00 pm 
Van Buren ISD Conference Center,  
490 S Paw Paw St., Lawrence 

Warning:  Graphic content,  
children should not attend. 

 

If you would like more information or to RSVP, please 
contact Angela Dickerson at 269-389-9880  
or vanburengreatstart@gmail.com  
Facebook:  Van Buren Great Start Parent Coalition 

 
FREE HEARING & VISION SCREENS  
        FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

At Play and Learn groups. Children 1 to 5 years. 
PAL Groups are from 9:45 to 11:00 am  

Parent Permission is Required: Child may be 
brought by another caregiver but the parent/legal 
guardian must sign the forms.  Forms can be found 
at  www.greatstart-vanburen.org under Resources, in 
the “Pediatric-Family-Health" section.  
 
Friday, March 23, 2018 Bangor PAL 
Monday, April 16, 2018 Mattawan PAL 
Sponsors:  VBISD Family Links,  
Lions of Michigan Project Kidsight, and  
Van Buren County CAN Prevention Council 


